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1. “Bidding” for franchise contracts (winner based
on a balance of price and quality)

2. On-rail competition : Private companies apply to
the regulator (ORR) for rights to run trains on
Network Rall’s infrastructure
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Contractual Mechanisms
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Grand Central

UK “Open Access”
operators provide
services which are not
provided by
Government, without
direct subsidy from
government.

First Hull Trains

Access applications are assessed by the Independent regulator (ORR).
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